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Increase Your Chances of receiving a Student Award 

1) Familiarize yourself with the College of Nursing website
 Find the web page that lists the awards

• Undergraduate: http://www.usask.ca/nursing/students/awards.php
• Graduate http://www.usask.ca/nursing/students/graduate_awards.php

 If you can’t find it, ask someone to help you.
 VERY IMPORTANT: Determine the deadline for applying.

2) Get to know the list of awards available
 Check the award list regularly because every year:

.....some get added as donations come in 

.....and some are removed as the funds are depleted. 

3) Broaden your thinking about which awards you might qualify for
 Often awards need to be reposted several times beyond the deadline date

because no one has applied for them, even though we know there are qualified
students.

 Many students skim over the list of award criteria and automatically assume
that they don’t qualify.

 Keep in mind that donors create awards in particular areas because they want
to encourage nursing students to specialize or take a particular interest in
certain areas.

 Eg. A person has had a child who had a difficult first few years of life and they
were impressed with how the nursing staff took care of them. They decide that
they want to encourage more nursing student to pursue a career in paediatric
care so they make a donation and create an award that says something like “to
a student who shows an interest in paediatric nursing”.

 If you enjoyed your clinical in paediatrics, etc., apply for any award in that
supports student nurses in paediatrics, etc.

 At this point in your career, you are most likely not 100% sure that you will end
up in paediatrics, but given your positive experience.... you just might! 

 The donor would most likely agree that your positive experience in that area is
an important first step to a career choice in paediatric nursing and would be
happy to support you.

 Broaden your thinking on what you think you might qualify for and
take a second look!!

www.usask.ca/nursing 

http://www.usask.ca/nursing/students/awards.php
http://www.usask.ca/nursing/students/graduate_awards.php


2 
 

4) Submit all the required evidence 
 This is the top reason why many students are disqualified: they don’t submit the 

proper evidence. 
 If the award asks for 2 letters....make sure you submit 2 letters. 
 If it asks for evidence of financial need.....make sure you complete the form at 

https://sesd.usask.ca/need/continuing   
 If you need a community reference.....get a community reference. 
 If the award requires you to have lived in a certain geographical area....make 

sure you submit that evidence.  
 Start gathering your evidence at least 6 weeks before the deadline.  

 
5) Write your story honestly and creatively  

 Many awards ask for a letter from you about yourself. 
 When you are writing about yourself, of course....be honest and remember that 

this is the time to sell yourself. 
• Brag about your achievements 
• Bridge your story to the award criteria 
• Boast about your dreams 
• Build up your future plans 

 This helps the selection committee know you better.  
 Keep in mind that donors often receive the stories you’ve written.  
 They want to know that their investment in you will make a difference in the 

world.  
 

6) Submit your paper work on time …..and to the right person!! 
 Need we say more??                      

 
7) Thank your donor 

 Make sure that you let your donor know how grateful you are.  
 Award donors often comment on how happy it makes them to receive a thank 

you letter from their recipient.  
 This small act of kindness from you increases the likelihood that donors will 

continue to support students at the College of Nursing.  
 That makes it a win – win – win!  

 
8) Any questions?  

 Contact Anna Pacik, Development Officer anna.pacik@usask.ca  
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